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Please note: the description for the hearing procedure is only important for the regular students, NOT for 

exchange or double degree students. 

Unlike most other degree programmes, there is no restriction on the number of times students can repeat 

individual examinations within the degree programmes Electrical Engineering and Information Technology 

(B.Sc. and M.Sc.), Power Engineering (B.Sc. and M.Sc.) and Mechatronics (B.Sc.). Progress is monitored on 

the basis of the number of credit points attained in a semester. As a rule, students are expected to complete 

30 credit points (LP) per semester in order to complete the degree programme within the standard period 

of study. If students complete far fewer credit points, they risk significantly extending the duration of their 

studies. In order to help students promptly continue their studies, the examination regulations stipulate 

that those who attain less than 15 credit points in a semester must receive an academic consultation. As a 

matter of formal legal procedure, this is referred to as “Anhörung” (translation: hearing). This is regulated 

in section 14 of the respective examination regulations. There it is stipulated that enrolled students who 

have not taken leave of absence and who attain fewer than 15 credit points in a semester will receive a 

letter informing them of insufficient credit points.  If valid reasons exist as to why a student was unable to 

attain the required 15 credit points, the student should submit an application (without using a particular 

form) to the examination board as soon as possible, in advance of a hearing procedure. If the application is 

approved, it will not be necessary to attain 15 credit points in the semester in question.  

Students can find a list of valid reasons on the basis of which this rule may be suspended on the website of 

the examination board. 

If plausible, valid reasons exist – which, if necessary, must be supported by appropriate documents – the 

examination board will approve the application, concluding the hearing procedure. If no valid reasons exist, 

the student must attend a hearing. The number of semesters in which a student may fail to attain the 

required 15 credit points without valid reason is limited. Students may not exceed three applications during 

a bachelor's degree programme or two applications during a master's degree programme – whereby, the 

first two semesters of the bachelor's degree programme and the first semester of a master's degree 

programme are not counted.  

At the hearing, the student’s situation is discussed and analysed in order to determine possible means to 

improve future studying. In bachelor's degree programmes, the first hearing is conducted in a group, the 

second by a professor with the student individually and the third by the examination board. Group hearings 

are not conducted in master’s degree programmes. Based on the student’s own analysis of their academic 

issues, the hearing thus provides the student with individual academic advice and a personal plan for the 

next semester. The persons conducting the hearings have the same goal as the students: successful 

completion of the degree programme in the shortest possible time. 

The hearing is concluded by agreeing concrete measures for subsequent studying, which are documented 

and can be revisited at future hearings. 

Irrespective of their direct involvement in the final hearing, the examination board shall continue to be 

responsible for the tasks assigned in the examination regulations and shall continue to monitor compliance 

with all relevant provisions. All information relating to examinations is available on the website of the 

examination board.
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